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Black and successful

Dayan Kodua’s book shows that many are

Actress, model and
TV presenter Dayan
Kodua, the first wo-
man of African de-
scent to win a state
beauty contest in
Germany, has writ-
ten a book on Black
success stories in the
country. Melanie
Scheuenstuhl re-
views the pictorial
band of 25 personali-
ties — politicians, desi-
gners, physicians, ar-
tists, chefs, lawyers,
policemen and bus
drivers, who tell their
very personal stories
of living in Germany.

up, many of us turned to
other people - relations
or not - to see how they

I n the process of growing

Susan Sideropoulos und Yared Dibaba presenting Traumhochzeit

(Dream Wedding)
on RTL. The Ethiopian-born TV moderator is the most successful media personality of
African origin in Germany
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making it in Germany

this non-representa-
tion of Black success
that inspired Dana
Kodua’s book enti-
tled My Black Skin.
Black. Successful.
German (“My Black
Skin: Schwarz. Er-
folgreich. Deutsch”),
which was available
on 1 April.

In the pictorial
band, 25 personal-
ities from different
walks of life tell their’
very personal sto-
ries of living in Ger-
many: negative ex-
periences owing to
their skin colour, dis-
appointments, sup-
port from White col-
leagues, acceptance,
important life events
and many more posi-
tive and negative fac-
ets of life in general.

Their skin colour
is the basic link be-
tween the protago-

lived their lives, how they
coped with life’s challenges, developed
their own style and found their place in
society. These role models helped us to
find our way through tough times and to
achieve our goals. '

When Dayan Kodua was growing up
in the northern German city of Kiel after
leaving her native Ghana with her fami-
ly at the age of ten, there was no one in
the public sphere or in her close environ-
ment, apart from her family, who resem-
bled her: no Black teacher, lawyer, nurse,
politician or television host.

Now, at 33, Dayan Kodua can already
look back at many professional success-
es: she was the first Black woman to win
the Miss Schleswig-Holstein beauty con-
test and she is a sought-after actress,
model and TV presenter. Obviously she
has found her way.

In the absence of role models in Ger-

many at the beginning of her career, how-
ever, Kodua turned to the United States,
where television offered her a longed-for
supply of Black role models. She spent
five years in Los Angeles furthering her
acting career and got the chance to be
part of big television and movie produc-
tions such as Boston Legal and Crank.
Back in Germany, she has managed to
follow up on her overseas success.

As a result of Kodua’s visibility on Ger-
man television screens, she has herself
become a role model for many young
Black Germans. To be Black and at the
same time seen as someone with suc-
cess, talent and capabilities is still not yet
common in Germany.

While the entertainment industry is
slowly advancing in this respect, the suc-
cess stories of Black Germans in different
walks oflife are still starkly missing. [t was

nists. Their personal
stories, however, differ from each other.
They are, for example, politicians, de-
signers, physicians, artists, chefs, law-
yers, policemen or bus drivers. They
were born to parents who migrated from
Africa or they migrated themselves. They
came to Germany to continue with their
studies or they were adopted by German
parents as children.

Everyone has his or her own story. And
it is always a story of success. They are
the living proof - like so many more who
did not make it into the book - that Black
Germans are an integral part of German
society. And not just in menial jobs but
in important, responsible positions that
require skills and talent.

Each personality is portrayed with at
least one picture, some with more. Some
images are classical black and white
photographs, others are in vivid colours.
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