ROLE MODEL

DAYAN KODUA

Playing The Field in LA

Dayan Kodua was born in Ghana but raised
in Germany and now lives in Los Angeles
where she relishes the jet set life of model and
actress. She took time off her busy schedule
shuttling between America and Europe on
assignments to speak with Positive People.

Tell us about your background.

| was born in Ghana, Accra. My dad is from Kwamang and my
mom is from Abetifi. | have one sister (Cherine) who is my best
friend, She is crazy like me, just iwo vears younger, She is a sport
paychologist and personal trainer. [ spent my childhood in GGhana,
I can't remember everyvthing but I do remember somethings. |
came to Germany - Kiel (northern part of Germany) - al the age
of 11.

When did you/vour parents relocale to the West, and why?

My parents relocate to Europe - Germany - because my dad
wanted my sister and [ 1o have a better education and life. We are
truly lucky. And Ilove my family 2o much for giving my sister and
1 this wonderful epportunity. But 1 have to say that | am really
proud of my parents because they are moving from Germany o
London. Really cool. Free bed for me when [ come to London.

When did vou get into your present career?

I started modelling at the age of 14 in Kiel. I remember when [
wenl Lo visit my mom at that time when she was working for a
company that was designing clothes for a fashion show. My mom
went, “well, my daughter is skinny, and maybe we can try the stuff
on her sinee we don't have models for the fitting”. This was my
invitation to his fashion world, They introduced me to the person
who was responsible for all the fashion shows in Kiel. | needed to
take catwalk, make up, styling class. For a 14 year old, that was
fantastic, so my [riend loaned me the money for the class (800
DM= 400 Eura). | took the class, did my first show after that and
paid my friend back. So from small shows in Kiel, [ did bigger
ones in Hamburg, Prét a Porter in Berlin, London, LA, Turkey/
Istanbul, Milan...

I have to admit it is and was a wonderful experience, but |
was still going to school in Kiel. And at the same time, 1 started
dancing as a background dancer and singer for artists like Right
Said Fred, Chris de Burgh, Lou Bega, Eiffel 65, and many more.
So [ was really busy. [ was about 18 years. And my dad went
well, you know vou can do anvthing vou desire to do, but I am
nat letting you do anything if you don’t finish your college. Gosh,

that did not sound really funny to me, but some parents know
what to do to make their kids follow the right direction. 1 slowed
down with all my shows and concentrated on my gchool, Luckily ]
graduated from my economics and marketing college in 2000 and
al this time, | knew [ was ready to move to a bigger city. | moved
to Berlin. Little girl in big Berlin. [ focused more and more on my
shows and [ was working in German TV shows, such as Top of the
Pops, The Dante and Brave Super Show, In 2001, [ started taking
theatre class (acting, voice, rhetoric, and martial arts). [ then
siarted booking work on TV Movies and TV Film, In 2002, | won
as the first black ever a German beauty pageant award as Miss
Schleswig Holstein (Miss North Germany). [ was the 5th runner
up at the Miss Germany Pageant Award. [ was very surprised
they let me do the show,

I have the German citizenship but sometimes people look at me
as if | am an alien because 1 don't look German. Well, that gave
a lot of attention. Things were written in the press like: “Can a
Black African be a Mizs Germany?” [ felt like 1 was from Mars...
But I did not really care. I was doing my thing and that was what
was important to me. Things have been going on pretty well and
I then graduated from my acting education in 2004,

I wanted to gain some foreign experience as an actor, so where
iz the best place to go as an actor? | packed my luggage, booked
a Might and about two weeks before departure, I wenl [o visit my
parents and [ went...Mom, Dad, [ am going to Los Angeles, They
were like,. what? And my sister went: Great, so 1 can come amd
vigit, [ lenow how to calm down my parents. [t worked again and 1
maoved o Los Angeles, [am still taking acting classes and [ have
wonderful teachers. I have booked some TV shows there as well.

First, things were more complicated than [ thought, But luckily,
I received my work permit and through some TV movies [ worked
on such as Crank (the main character is the British actor Jason
Statham), Boston Legal and Pagsions | became a SAG member. 5o
right now [ work in LA and in Germany. | alzo work for a lingerie
company as well, Otto Versand, so [ can go out for auditions when
[ come to Germany.

When and how did you know this was what you really wanted
to do?

I did not know | wanted to be an actor or a model. Well, not before
I was 17, [ always knew [ wanted to work on TV, but [ had NO clue
what I was going to do.

What challenges have you faced in this profession and kot
have you dealt with them?

Well, challenges are in everything we do, [t makesus human, more
mature, I talk to my family and friends and I do pray or meditate.
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For example, being raised as a black girl
in Germany, senelimes things seemed (o
be more difficult than some people could
imagine, Sometimes people dont really
want to know what T can do, the first thing
they see s my skin colour and the next
thing is judging. So it is very important for
me to have my loved ones there tor me, so
they will encourage me when [ am down.
And [ am BWessed. Because | can always

count on my ::'l'lljﬂl-'-

What are the opportunities open o
ethnic minorities in your field?

Mmmmm. [smiles] How should 1 start?
The market is actually open for everyone:
But it
depends on where we live. As an actress

ihe market for me in Germany is not like

black, white, Asia, Indian, e,

in LA. Tt is just because screenplays are
written for Cavcasians. 5o it i2 a little bl
difficult. In LA, it is open, because there
more Alrican Americans (black).
And 1 believe London 15 a greal place to

ane

wark ag an artigt. London has a mali
cultured community. [ for myself try KUT

to put my skin colour on top of my work.
[ try to be colour blind. Although, people
always remind me that [ am black at some

4G

auditions, like “Well, we don't really have a
part for black people right now,” also, *We
have to explain why you are black in the
film."” | will say it is not easy for any ethnic
minority. I think an Asian model or actress
would not have it easy in my continent for
example,

What are some of the muajor Rames you
have worked with?

Right Said Fred, Lou Bega, Eiffel 65,
Vivian Westwood, Thierry  Mugler,
Ezcada, Buffalo, and many more,

Whe are vour role models?

[ would love to meet Kofi Annan, Nelson
Mandela and [ admire Oprah Winfrey.
And my mom is my role medel as well,

Vhat is the secrel of your success?

Secret? [ don't really have a secret. There
i ome thing 1 have learned. And that iz, no
matter what [ do and how T do it, 1t s very
important for me to look in the mirror and
not lose mysell, And 1 am loyal. [ don'’t do
the elbow thing. [ don’t think it is good
for my karma! [ just love what [ do and |
appreciate my life and 1 am thankful for
everything. That keeps me moving on step
by step.
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Tell ws about your [ife away from work.

When I am not working. | enjoy being
with friends and family. [ can alzo be very
lazy. I just like eating some nice sea food,
having a yummy tea, and relaxing. And [
like jopging. Since | have (o be in shape,
| always combine running with my kick
boxing class. And that relaxes me a lol,

| am also a patroness of an organisation,
Ghana-Help. 1 help raise money to build
achools and hospitals in Ghana. 1 just
shipped books, pencils, pens, erasers,
ete. for about 180 kids and eight teachers,
I would love to help more, but at least |
am doing something. It really makes me
happy to know some cute kids will have a
paper to write on and | have something to
do with it Godd bless Africal

What are you dreaming of now?

Mow? Mmm, ready for bied. [Smibes] 1
am dreaming of hooking a TV show as
a regular, In Germany or in LA, Maybe
something like Desperate Housewives, U3
or Boston Legal, Well, or maybe book a TV
show in London. Since 1 have a free bed....

st dayan-kodua, com

The many faces of
Davan Kodua
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